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Deputy Director for Support

MEMORANDUM FOR :
SUBJECT ' Threat to: CIA by Some "Black Power"
Elements
1. This memorandum is for information only.

2. The growing hostility expressed toward this.'Agency by
sents this Agency with what might be a new threat to its operations
abroad and its image in the United States.

3. In the past, denunciation of the Agency by a scattered
few for the alleged Agency "assassination' of Patrice Lumumba and
Malcolm X. Little might have been dismissed as natural fall-out from
embittered followers of the two, seeking a publicly~-recognizable
scapegoat,. and necessarily distorting the true facts behind the deaths
to have them 'prove'' the case againAst the scapegoat. Presently, how-
ever, the growing militancy of '"black power' disciples--with clear
links to both Maoist and Moscow Communist ideologies~-and similarly
clear threats to counter this Agency's activities, necessitates placing:
the problem in'a_n entirely new perspective. |

4, . The term ''black power, " despite its militant origins,

" has been accepted by some to describe the laudable efforts of economic

"self-help'" and "pride of race' efforts of many Negroes at the commu-
nity and collegiate level. Indeed, some of those of sincere dedication
to the orthodox civil rights movement have accepted the use of the term
'"black power'" to describe their efforts. This presents the problem of
separating these constructive efforts--and advocates--from those whose
goal is the destructlon of the legally constltuted government of this
Nation,
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5. At least two organizations, the National Urban League and
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, have
questioned the motives and tactics of those who advocate "black power"
and "black rebellion,' and such respected Negro journalists as Carl
T. Rowan and George Schuyler have warned against the militants. In
its report for Fiscal Year 1967, the Federal Bureau of Investigation
has pointed out that '"So-called civil rights organizations preaching

‘hatred for the white race, demanding immunity from laws, and advo-

cating violence constitute a serious threat to our country's internal
security." (Emphasis added) The FBI annual report specifically
names the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and the Revo-
lutionary Action Movement as hoping ''to disrupt the tranquility of our
Nation with violence to further the concept of 'black power.'" Accord-
ing to the FBI report, "Leaders of these groups constantly atterript_to
spread domestic discord among Negroes by making inflammatory
speeches and issuing hate-filled literature.” (The same report warns

of such militant organizations as the Movimento Pro Indepencia de

Puerto Rico, a group which has signed an '"accord" to work with the
Student Noriviolent Coordinating Committee.) State and Federal
legislative committees have taken notlce of the Communist links to
some of the m111tant groups.

6. In many ways this information is illuminating, yet in other

~ways it presents the problem of careful evaluation. Most certainly,

all past members of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
cannot be Charged with being a threat to the Nation's internal security,
whereas those who support the statements and activities of the present
leadership of SNCC must remain suspect. Similarly, those who have

adhered to the tenets of the Revolutionary Action Movement, even from -

its early days, must be considered more than suspect.

7. Because of this matter of "degrée" of involvement in the
unfavorable, indeed dangerous, aspects of "black power, " this office
has compiled from its records those personalities (Tab A), and organi-
zations (Tab .B) which must be of our official concern. Two orga.niza-
tions which have to date resisted the blandishments of "black power"
leaders are indicated in Tab C. Many of the personalities and
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organizations in Tab A and Tab B have not specifically attacked this
Agency, although the anti-U. S. policy stance of some of them may
make this only a temporarv reprieve. Others have not specifically
spoken out against the Agency, and by their nature, will probably
never single out this Agency for abuse or organized opposition.

8. The Federal Bureau of Investigation has advised that it
knows of no organized '"black power' assault on this Agency other

© than the statement of Stokely Carmichael that he is establishing a

nékv group to oppose CIA activities. Out records presently seem to
limit information on open attacks on CIA to the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee, the Afro-American Heritage Association,

and the Organizatibn of Afro-American Unity, the latter being the
organization founded by the late Malcolm X. Little, and to individuals
affiliated with a number of militant groups. Should information be re-
ceived which significantly supplements that contained in the attachments
to th1s memorandum, you will be adwsed A

oward J.
Director of cur1ty
Attach‘menfs: .
.Tabs A, B, C
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MARI BRAS, Juan - a wealthy attorney who serves as secretary of the

Movement for Puerto Rican Independence, who has committéd
his revolutionary--oftimes terrorist--organization to an ac-
cord with Stokely Carmichael and the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee to work together against the war in
Vietnam, the draft, and "police brutality, " and for such
general goals as better housing, education and living condi-
tions in urban slums. (The groups have indicated they view
Puerto Rico as merely a ""perfumed colony" of the United ,
States, and, in alliance, they will attempt to bring the questions
of Puerto Rican independence and Negro "oppression' in the
United States before the United Nations.) Mari Bras, in

early 1967, charged the Central Intelligence Agency with re-
sponsibility for actions directed against his organization by

. the Puerto Rican Association of University Students for State-
- hood, a group he charged with being an '"'instrument" of the

CIA. "We have no doubt, ' he said, '"that in back of all this is
the infamous CIA, which has been trying through its San Juan
office to attack PIM and the independence struggle in general."
He was a participant in the "Honor Che, Save Regis' rally

held in New York City on 26 October 1967 under the sponsor-
ship of the Castroite Tri-Continental Information Center. (Al-
though Mari Bras is not a Negro, he is included here because

_ of his adherence to SNCC militancy.)
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